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The Church under Coronavirus restrictions
www.coastalchurch.org.uk
To play our part in reducing transmission of the more
virulent form of the virus now around, and with tighter
lockdown now imposed on the wider community, our
churches have currently ceased gathering for
Sunday Services but are offering one online service each Sunday at
about 10am. It can be viewed live or at any time after the event. Visit
the above website for details.
St Michael’s Church will be open on Wednesdays, 10am to 12noon, for
you to come in; shelter from the weather; enjoy the peace and calm;
and pray if you wish to. Please wear a mask.

A Church calendar for February
Saturday

6th

Sunday 7th

-

Accession on Queen Elizabeth II (1952)

-

2nd Sunday before Lent

Sunday 14th -

Sunday next before Lent

Tuesday 16th - Shrove Tuesday
Wednesday 17th - Ash Wednesday
Sunday 21st - 1st Sunday of Lent
Wednesday 24th - Ember Day
Friday 26th Saturday

27th

Ember Day
-

Ember Day

Sunday 28th - Second Sunday of Lent
Ember Days are clusters of three days four times a year, roughly
around the start of the four seasons. They are set aside by the
Church as a way to mark the passage of seasons through prayer
and fasting. Traditionally, ordination of clergy takes place on Ember
Days.
Turn to page 5 for further help and other resources for worship.
With vaccinations being rolled out, we have hope!

BUT STAY SAFE - COVID IS STILL WITH US!
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Jeremy writes… (for the last time?)
This is my one-hundred-and-sixty-sixth,
and final, “Jeremy writes”. I thought of
finishing with a summary of the best bits
from those articles but find I have already
exceeded that word count. Instead, I
would like to finish with a thank-you.
Being a Vicar is the strangest role I have
ever inhabited. You are both an
honorary local and someone held
slightly at arms-length. You have the
privilege of getting to know many
wonderful people, but forming deep
friendships is not without its
difficulties. You invest in understanding and growing to love a
community but are aware you must finally withdraw from it.
However, there are good reasons clergy should not remain for ever.
A previous Parish of mine had a succession of four clergy who
together spanned well over a hundred years of ministry. They were
four successive generations of the same family and all shared the
same first name. Not confusing at all, and evidently not healthy for
the life of that Church. Any Parish and any Church community need
fresh leadership and direction once in a while. It’s healthy. It is also a
reminder that the local Church is just that: local, and made up of the
faithful people who have come and gone over the years. Clergy
merely arrive to contribute their thing, and then should go. In its
early days, Ministers of the Methodist Church would spend just one
month with each congregation, contributing their particular gift to
the life of the local Church before moving elsewhere to repeat the
process. It reminded folk that the life of the church locally was firstly
their responsibility; it kept power locally rather than being imposed
by the Minister; and, it stopped the Ministers from putting
themselves first and at the centre of all things – they were simply a
resource to strengthen and build up. There are good reasons why
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clergy should move on and even better reasons why they should
never retire and not continue to serve in parishes they have been
with before.
So, I’m moving on to pastures new. That will be good for me, and
also for you. It will allow things to emerge which I had neither the
talent nor the vision to enable, and it will allow me to take my
particular talents and vision to somewhere else that has need of
them. I hope to stay considerably longer than a month though!
Services, ministry, Church will continue through a period of vacancy,
and in time a new Vicar will be appointed. Please hold those who will
manage this process locally in your prayers. And, if the life and health
of the local Church is of concern to you, please consider how you can
support it.
My thanks, love and best wishes,

Jeremy
Church life at St Gregory’s & St Michaels:
Currently our Church Buildings are closed for public worship. Both
are open on Wednesdays from 10.00am to 12.00noon for private
prayer, or a chance to simply sit and contemplate. We share a
service at 10.00am on Facebook. This can be viewed live or at any
time after.
Information about the life of our churches, resources for those in need
and in lockdown, and access to services can be found at:
● www.coastalchurch.org.uk
Facebook “St Gregory’s Church, Seaton”, and “St Michael’s
Church, Beer”
● A national telephone line with recorder readings, prayers and
hymns can be reached on 0800 804 8044
● A weekly service can be joined by telephone. Call 0333 011
0616 between 10.45 and 10.55am on a Sunday morning to join
in. You will need the access code 575 7045 #. The call should
cost no more than a normal call on your line. The service starts
at 11.00am and lasts about 25 minutes.

�
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In response to reaching the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths from
COVID-19, the Archbishops invite all to call on God in Prayer.
Starting on 1 February we invite you to set aside time every evening
to pray, particularly at 6pm each day. More than ever, this is a time
when we need to love each other. Prayer is an expression of love.
We remember before God those who have died and we pray that
God's love will surround all who mourn them, now and always.

Gracious God,
as we remember before you the
thousands
who have died,
surround us and all who mourn
with your
strong compassion.
Be gentle with us in our grief,
protect us from despair,
and give us grace to persevere
and face the future with hope
in Jesus Christ our risen Lord.
Amen.

Watch, O Lord, with those who
wake, or watch, or weep tonight,
and give Your angels and saints
charge over those who sleep.
Tend Your sick ones, O Lord
Christ.
Rest Your weary ones.
Bless Your dying ones.
Soothe Your suffering ones.
Pity Your afflicted ones.
Shield Your joyous ones, and all
for Your love's sake.
Amen.
Attributed to St. Augustine
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Beer WI January Report
Welcome to 2021, with yet another covid lockdown surely things
can only get better with the vaccinations taking place locally since
before Christmas.
Beer WI continues to be active, involving members in a variety of
online activities and Zoom meetings.
Our January Zoom meeting was held with 17 members attending.
It was very entertaining with some members showing their
lockdown projects. The group then enjoyed a discussion on a wide
variety of subjects. One member (an NHS physiotherapist) gave us
interesting ideas for simple exercises in the home to keep us
active. Others suggested online videos with Joe Wicks and Mr
Motivator.
In addition to our full members meeting we are currently running
2 book clubs and a writing group. Future activities include a
gardening group and a monthly jigsaw swap amongst members.
The Devon Federation for WIs sends regular newsletters to all
members with information of activities, free talks and
demonstrations available on line. The National Federation also has
a large website available to members with many online courses.
Wishing everyone a safe and healthy 2021.
If you wish to know more about Beer WI please contact Jackie on
01297 21864 or Penny on 01297 599157.
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Leaving gift for Jeremy Trew
You may know that Rev. Jeremy Trew is sadly leaving us in February.
He will be licensed as Team Rector of the Saffron Walden and Villages
Team and Rural Dean of Saffron Walden in March.
With no Sunday services now due to COVID it is difficult to organise a
local collection.
If you would like to contribute towards a leaving gift for Jeremy and
Alison, please give cash or cheque to Gayle Chapple, who lives at
Sunnymead in Higher Meadows - just pop it through her door, or by
post to me at
Brierley, 9 Millford Road, Sidmouth, EX10 8DR.
Gayle is also in St Michael’s every Wednesday 10am until 12noon
when the church is open for private prayer, so it is possible to give her
donations then.
Cheques should be made payable to St Michael’s Church.
We would be grateful if you could pass this information on to any one
in the Beer community who you think might like to contribute and may
not read this Parish magazine.
With grateful thanks,
Jean Smith, Secretary to the PCC

Appearing in church bulletins or announced at church services:
…yes, really!

“The Fasting & Prayer Conference inc
ludes meals.”
sale. It's a chance to get rid of those
“Ladies, don't forget the rummage
house. Bring your husbands.”
things not worth keeping around the
“Scouts are saving aluminum cans,
bottles and other items
to be recycled. Proceeds will be use
d to cripple children.”

“ The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.
‘The sermon tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.' ”

…and many more. Everyone needs a laugh!
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Beer Parish Council Newsletter
An online Remote Council Meeting was held on the 12th
January 2021

● There was no Police Report submitted.
● The County Councillor, Martin Shaw, submitted his report to
the Council. It was noted that new grants have been made to
The Gateway, Beer Men’s Shed and Branscombe Parish
Council.
● Councillors received reports from the Environment and
Community Portfolio, the Assets and Property Portfolio and
an update regarding the EDDC Asset Transfer. The Council
has received 223 responses from the public both hard copies
and online responses, this was felt to be very pleasing.
● An update on the S106 play and sports funding:- The children
at the Primary School will be given the opportunity to give
their preferences as to how they wish the money to be spent.
● The bank reconciliation was approved to the end of
December2020.
● The amendments to the principles of commercial letting for
the Mariners Hall and to approve the redraft of the
Delegation of Authority document were approved.
● The new events co-ordinator, Kayleigh Westlake, submitted
her report to the council.
Kayleigh has lived in Beer all her life and became a part of
Beer Parish Council in August 2020 and then in September
she became part of the CCT as Beer Parish Council’s Events
Co-ordinator. Her job is to promote the village and in time
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advertise that " Beer is open for Business“ and to organise
other events in the calendar.
The next meeting will be held on 2nd February 2021 at 7pm
If you wish to contact the Council please do this in the usual way
to the Clerk of the Council: Annie Dallaway 07593 405161
clerk.beerparishcouncil@googlemail.com
A New Local Plan for East Devon – Issues and Options Report
Consultation
We are advised that East Devon are producing a new local plan for
East Devon. To commence the process they have produced an
Issues and Options consultation report. This report highlights some
of the major planning issues and challenges that we see for East
Devon over the years ahead and some of the potential responses.
We would welcome your views on the matters we raise or any
additional considerations.
The Issues and Options report can be viewed
at www.eastdevon.gov.uk/newlocalplan and there is an online
questionnaire if you wish to contribute. They need to receive any
comments by 12:00 noon on Monday 15 March 2021.
Responses received to the consultation will be used to help EDDC
produce a draft version of the local plan that they hope will go out for
consultation in early 2022.
It is envisaged that a new local plan will guide future development
and contain the full range of planning policies needed for Beer Parish
Council to undertake its development management functions and
determine planning applications.
Matt Dickins MRTPI
Planning Policy Manager
East Devon District Council
mdickins@eastdevon.gov.uk
Direct: 01395 571540
Switchboard: 01404 515616
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Seaton Beer and District Branch RNLI
As so for many charities, due to the on-going Covid-19
restrictions the start of 2021 has put our Seaton Beer and
District Branch fundraising on pause once again. Our Shop at
Jubilee Gardens, Beer is closed until we receive advice that we
can re-open again. We will be advertising for additional
Volunteers during the coming months and for new Shop
Managers. The Shop Manager position can be shared and
includes ordering stock, rotas, health and safety and other
duties. Our Shop is very important and as well as raising funds
for the RNLI we give information to people in our area and
tourist information, sea safety plus information about the RNLI.
Further details can be obtained by emailing
volunteering@rnli.org.uk or emailing our branch of the RNLI at
wac500@hotmail.co.uk or speak to any of our Volunteers.
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We hope that the Covid-19 restrictions will have eased by the
summer and we will be able to have our Beer Lifeboat
Weekend in July with our Street Collection and Table Top Sale
on Saturday 3rd July and 15th Annual Duck Race Day on
Sunday 4th July.
During 2020 the Crew and Atlantic 85 Class Lifeboat "Spirit of
Loch Fyne "at Lyme Regis Lifeboat Station had a busy year and
went out on service 46 times. (thirty times in 2019) The
Exmouth lifeboats D Class "George Bearman 2 and Shannon
Class lifeboat "R and J Welburn" were also busy. Both lifeboats
had a wide variety of call outs to people including swimmers,
people on inflatables, walkers cut off by tides, kayakers, power
boats and fishing vessels. They are part of 238 lifeboat stations
and 240 lifeguard units around the coast of Great Britain.
We send our best wishes to everyone and look forward to being
out and about again as soon as possible.
Wendy Cummins
Secretary Seaton Beer and District Branch RNLI
____________

Good wishes go to Rev. Barry Wood who is retiring from parish ministry.
He writes:

“It has been a privilege to serve the Anglican Church and parish

of Beer for the past ten years. My wife and I intend to continue
residing in Seaton.
God Bless,

Fr. Barry Wood.”
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Those of you who have ventured onto
the beach will have noticed that the Fine
Foundation Centre has a new look.
Chris Bright is busy replacing timber
which has succumbed to the effect of the
salty atmosphere, and the larch lap will give the building a new lease of life.
Once the building renovations have been completed, the Trustees plan to
update some of the exhibits in the hope that they will be able to open the centre
to the public in the Spring. A recent discussion with those who manage other
centres along the coast indicated that most are planning to open in time for the
Easter holidays but expect that they may have to delay until some time after
then. One of the constraints on working in our centre is social distancing.
The centres which rely on volunteers indicated that the time scale for
vaccinations will be a factor in when they are able to open. Covid-19
continues to affect our lives in a variety of ways.
We took the decision to organise the Beach Clean on New Year’s Day as this
has become something of a tradition. We set up a system to ensure social
distancing. Each person took one of our rock-pooling buckets which they
returned once it was full. We then emptied it into a black sack thereby limiting
contact with one another. Over 30 people came to help, and it was good to see
a number of youngsters. Apart from the usual pieces of plastic, odd sandals
and fishing line, the haul included a BBQ, a pair of insoles, a nail brush and…
a bottle of urine.
The webcam in Beer Quarry Caves has been turned off for the time being. It
was trained on one of the usual roosting wires for the Greater Horseshoe bats,
but none have taken up residence. So, the assumption is that they must be
reacting to the camera! My understanding had been that bats reacted to the
clicking sound made by a camera rather than the light, so this is new territory!
The annual bat count on the 20th January found 441 bats, 304 being Greater
Horseshoes.
Chris Pickles is working on a new website which will hold a collection of
archive material about the village, drawing on Beer Village Heritage resources
as well as the content of the Beer Memories website. The new site will work
alongside the BVH website which will continue to keep you up-to-date with
current activities. The Mariners’ Hall management committee has agreed to
“own” the new website.
Last month we pointed out some spectacular sights in the night sky. Such a
pity that the weather was really unhelpful, and clouds made it very difficult to
so see the Jupiter-Saturn conjunction at its best. I didn’t see many shooting
stars either. Earlier this month some of you may have witnessed the Jupiter-- 14 --

Saturn-Mercury configuration.
We may be having some cold weather at the moment, but there are signs of
Spring in the garden. The snowdrops are making a brave show, and the
primroses are continuing to give us some colour. The frost has finally killed
off the nasturtiums, which were still flowering into early January! The birds
are grateful for the offerings on the bird table, and do make sure that there is
water available for them to drink, and to bathe in.
Ruth is continuing with her “Blow-in” project, asking the question “why did
you move to Beer?” You can contact her on: ruthtoohoots@gmail.com. You
can send your contributions for Richard Scott’s “Tales of Old Beer” project to:
rscottbeer@outlook.com . The “Lockdown in Beer” exhibition can be seen
in the Bomb Shelter which is open when possible.
You can still recycle your crisp packets by making use of the collection bag
outside of the Fine Foundation centre and if your cat has food from pouches,
these can be re-cycled at Wagg N Purr, Unit 2, Dolphin Street, Colyton which
is open at weekends.
Keep well.
If you’d like to know more, just ask one of our regular helpers such as Nick
Jones, Mike Green, Chris Jones, Carol Green, Trevor Wood, Jean Wood,
Henry or Norah Jaggers, or contact us on 01297 20858 or at
beervillageheritage@yahoo.co.uk
Repairs and smart new cladding
to the front and side of the
Fine Foundation Centre.

Working to bring
our history to life and to
conserve our environment
for future generations
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me

BEER ACTION GROUP’s third newsletter in our second lock-down…
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...or is it their first newsletter in our third lock-down…
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...whatever it is, it’s another bumper edition ...
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...to keep us informed, and to provide all the help...
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...and assistance we might need during these difficult times…
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...Thank you Beer Action Group…
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…you all deserve a medal (one each). …
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…the only problem is your newsletter is getting longer…
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…but well worth reading. Keep up the good work! …
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How is Lockdown affecting you and your life?
For some people there is fear, for others boredom, for others ideas
and intentions are curtailed. Some people feel grief. And for some
people there is peace.
Whatever you are experiencing, pain or peace, it originates in your
own head. Your response to what happens to you in life determines
whether you suffer or whether you are calm.
You can choose. Acceptance? Or Resistance? Shakespeare saw
this.
“Nothing is either good or bad but thinking makes it so.”
(Hamlet)
There are positive responses to Lockdown. Here are a few:
● All things pass. Life is fleeting. All experiences are transient.
What is not transient? The present moment.
●

Whenever you stop thinking and come to a standstill in your
mind, whenever you become aware of yourself here and now,
the whole of your life collapses into the present moment.
Past and future evaporate. The one is memory, the other is
mental projection. Neither exist outside your thoughts. So,
here is a beautiful and a simple observation: the whole of your
life is always simply now.

●

Isn’t that a thing of great depth to absorb? What’s the time?
It’s now. Always. It deserves some attention then, wouldn’t
you say?

●

Time is an invention of the mind. Time is what the clock says.
Time is the sun moving across the sky. Reality, though, is the
ever-present now. Wherever you are in the world, life
happens now.

●

Your life and the present moment are inseparable.

●

If you are suffering in some way, then realise this: you don’t
have to be imprisoned by your suffering. You can choose.
Observe yourself in Now. Allow inner stillness to arise. With it
comes peace.
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YOUR “ LOCAL” CONTACTS
Parish Council
Geoff Pook
01297 24649
Chair
Louise Vine
07974 528540 Vice Chair
Jessica Boulton
07580 608080
Darren Clinch
07790 211242
Andy Cobbold
07715 221454
Wendy Dodd
07434 948406
Rick Dormor
07970 217267
Mandy Graham
01297 20369
Leona Reeve
07890 948262
Martin Richards
01297 23422
Maureen Westlake 01297 23850
Clerk to the Council: Annie Dallaway 07593 405161
clerk.beerparishcouncil@googlemail.com
Internal Auditor:

Trudie Jenkins (Blue Chip Accountancy)

East Devon District Councillor Geoff Pook
Brereworde House, New Road, Beer, EX12 3HS
Mobile: 07966 490429
Home: 01297 24649 gpook@eastdevon.gov.uk
Devon County Councillor Martin Shaw 07972 760254
Member of Parliament
Neil Parish
Parliamentary matters House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
Tel: 020 7219 7172 neil.parish.mp@parliame
Constituency matters - Tel: 01884 841497
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Online services are still
available but we are delighted
that our Support Centre is now
open again, with strict COVIDsafe measures in place to
protect staff and visitors.
The nurses we fund at the
Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital
are also still able to deliver vital
chemotherapy and we have
worked closely with the RD&E
to develop a new cancer hub in
Ottery St Mary.
What has been considerably
affected is our income. So
many events have been
cancelled or postponed and we
have had to close our charity
shop for significant periods.

Advertisement(s)
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SUPPORT OUR LOCAL SHOPS
AND BUSINESSES
Although many businesses, amenities, and
attractions had re-opened in one form or another, the new lockdown means they may be again out of action. Covid restrictions
can change rapidly, so check online or by ‘phone what goods
and services businesses are currently able to offer.

Editor

QUALIFIED FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL
Peter Mellor MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

I provide a friendly and
professional service,
in the comfort of your own home.
Flexible hours from a visiting practice.
FOR APPOINTMENTS,
PLEASE CALL
MOBILE NO: 07761 469676

Advertisement(s)
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Renovate your wrought iron gates, railings, tables, etc!
We provide a variety of services ranging from Powder Coating
to Hot Zinc Spray and Shot Blasting. We keep a range of about
100 colours in stock. Most are exterior polyesters, which provide
excellent durability and colour retention on gates, railings
and garden furniture.
Opening Times:
Phone: 01884 34506
Monday - Thursday 8am - 5pm
email: coatingsupplies@aol.com
Friday 7am - 1pm
www.industrialcoatingsupplies.co.uk

Units 1+2 Simmons Place, Kingsmill Industrial Estate, Cullompton EX15 1BH
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Beer Pharmacy
REPEAT PRESCRIPTION SERVICE

COLLECTION & HOME DELIVERY
FREE Express Prescription
Collection & Delivery Service
FREE Weekly Medicine Tray
AlI Types of Prescriptions Dispensed

Your local independent Pharmacy
Beer Pharmacy
Fore Street
Beer
EX12 3JJ

TEL: 01297 21823
Actionline Decorating Ltd

Painting & Decorating
- Exterior & Interior [Charity Advertisement]

Home & Business
Conservation projects
Fully insured
Dulux Select Decorators
Company registered, Dulux 2 yr guarantee on work
Approved contractors to the National Trust

Local, reliable & professional service
Registered Charity No. 1140676

Working locally to

[Charity Advertisement]

07785345904
01297 20001
www.actionline-decorating.com
e. info@actionline-decorating.com
@actionlinedecorating
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East Devon Chimney Sweeps Ltd.

Please call Chris on
01395 642023
for a professional, clean sweep.

■ Fully insured ■ NACS certificates issued

Beer Village Stores
Fore Street, Beer
Groceries & Household Goods - Frozen Goods
Cold Drinks & Snacks - Fresh Bread
Beer, Wine & Spirits - Sweets & Confectionery
Dry Cleaning & Laundry Agent - DIY

M
rs
pe Open 7 days a week agaz
i ne
sp a
w
s
Ne For enquiries call 01297 21782

THE ANCHOR INN
AT BEER
Welcome to The Anchor!
Fully licensed restaurant and bars
Ensuite bedrooms with sea views

Food served all day everyday
Cliff top beer garden with
panoramic views of the bay

Tel: 01297 20386 for reservations
Dog friendly
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www.beer-head.com

For All Your
● TREES ● HEDGES ●
LOGS ● LAWNS
Please call:-

MICHAEL WEST
Fore Street, Beer

Your Local Fully Qualified
TREE SURGEON AND
GARDENER

07747 483316

Beer Post Office
is now part of

Rock Villa Off-Licence
and general store
Fore Street, Beer
07752 113854
Service available seven days
a week during the store’s
opening hours Mon – Sat 10am-1pm, 2pm-6pm
Sunday: 12 - 4pm
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www.marinehouseatbeer.co.uk

Reading this in the black & white printed edition?
Visit www.beerparishcouncil.org.uk and click on
“Latest news” then on “Parish News February” to find this

BEER PARISH NEWS in full colour !
Also to be found along with back issues on the Beer Village Website

https://beervillage.co.uk
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EDITORIAL
So we’ve gone into Lockdown yet again. And it’s tighter than ever with
stricter regulations on travel and the other ‘everyday things’ we used to
take for granted.
But don’t despair! “Normality” may be some time off yet but with
vaccinations being rolled out apace and better coping strategies in place
there really is hope.
We have food in the shops. Our local businesses and tradesfolk have
adapted and found new ways to keep going and to provide us with the
services we need. We have friends and family around us - even if the closest
we can get to them at present is a phone call or perhaps a ‘Zoom’ or ‘Skype’
session. Above all we live in a truly wonderful community in a truly
wonderful part of this worn old world - a world that has suffered so much
abuse at the hands of humanity. But throughout history, Beer folk have
pulled together and weathered many a worse storm than this.
So be patient, enjoy each day as it comes, take pleasure in the little things
of life and in the joys of the countryside around us. We will survive and once
again be able to welcome visitors back to this “little piece of heaven” we call
Beer!
We have a couple of really good items that I had hoped to put in this
edition but sadly we ran out of space. Look out for next month’s
where you can read more on the Men’s Shed and one of their recent
projects and also interesting news from the Greater Horseshoe Bat
Project which has just come to its end.

by

Copy for March to be with the Editor
Monday 22nd February, please
henryjaggers@btinternet.com
01297 20858 Green Bank, 9 Clinton Rise.

Please keep your contributions coming!

